
 
 

 
 



Spanning some 300 years from the first contact of settlers in Jamestown pioneers have 
explored their way across this massive continent. The pioneers pushed westward and touched 
every part of this great land. Farmers, fur traders, miners and surveyors all played a crucial role 
in expanding the nation.  

All that said these men were not staying at the Holiday Inn during their explorations. 
Pioneers were surviving out in the elements. Whether Summer or Winter these brave men and 
women forged on against the worst the North American climate could throw at them. On this 
nasty road self reliance was everything.  

It took a great deal of ingenuity to battle the elements, the wildlife, the germs and the 
indians as these pioneers traveled on their way. Things like sewing, weaving, canning and 
gunsmithing were skills that simply had to be learned when you were surrounded by thousands 
of miles of hostile wilderness. Of course they paid special attention to the survival basics water, 
fire and shelter were prioritized above all else.  

The self feeding fire was the pioneers answer to getting some sleep at night and not 
having to constantly tend to a typical campfire. This method of creating a fire utilizes the power 
of gravity to feed the fire fresh logs. These logs are stacked over one another on two small 
ramps that roll the logs into one another. The ramps are held up by two large braces and the 
whole structure is bound together by paracord 
 

 
 
 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO PRODUCE YOUR OWN SELF FEEDING FIRE 
 
4 small tree trunks or large straight tree branches (about 5 ft in length) 



 
4 branches or smaller trees that will support the larger branches 
 
2 branches about 2ft long that will be used in your bracing structure  
 
8 large 3ft long sections of tree trunk, preferably hardwood 
 
2 small pieces of wood to space your starting logs 
 
50 yards of 50/50 chord 
 
Plenty of dry kindling 
 
A shovel 
 

The first step in the process is to gather your materials to build the structure itself. Be 
sure that the materials you gather or cut down are sturdy and strong as this structure will be 
holding some serious weight. Look for similar sized tree trunks or freshly fallen trees to create 
the V shape that will be filled with your fuel for the fire.  

You will start by creating the braces using your four smaller branches and your 2ft 
branches. They will be lashed together with your paracord. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
To light the fire place your kindling in the area marked kindling  above. Do not 

remove the spacers that you have put in place. Allow them to burn away as well. 
Success with your kindling will mean that your first two logs are burning tight against one 
another. It may not be a roaring flame but there will be an assuring orange glow that will 
burn for hours. 

If your fire smolders out before the main logs start burning all is not lost. The 
quick fix is to space your logs again with a couple new sticks and fill the areas with new 
kindling again. We are not pioneers nor are we left to their challenges so if you are really 
struggling help this thing along with some kind of accelerant. 

 The self feeding fire will easily burn for 8+ hours allowing you a great sleep 
without stoking flames and adding logs. This forgotten skill is but a testament to what the 
human race is able to derive from adversity. Its not as easy as throwing together a quick 
campfire but I can promise you when you wake up warm to the sun creeping over the 
horizon and a fire still burning for breakfast it will all be worth it.  

 
 
 
 



TIPS FOR SUCCESS: 
 

● Build your base of sturdy materials and don't chince on your paracord 
● Be sure to bury all of the legs of your structure that touch the ground. 
● The early stages of the fire will be all about oxygen, provide airflow 
● Use several sizes of kindling and distribute through the length of the first 

two log.  
● When in doubt use an accelarant! 


